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SURVEY PLAN FOR MAMMALS: DRAFT 3/27/09

The survey will document both direct and indirect evidence of the presence of mammals.
Techniques include: track plates, photo-records of tracks and sign, Sherman live traps, and
Havahart live traps for medium size mammals. The survey area will include 3 transects, each
representing a different habitat type found in the park (Figure 1). Habitat types will include
upland forest, post oak savannah, and bottomland forest.

Upland forest: Surveyors will set out 50 traps, numbered UF-01 to UF-50. The transect
representing this habitat type follows Yaupon Trail, starting at the trailhead on the east side of
the main entrance parking lot. Traps will be set 10 m apart, starting approximately 10 m from the
gate. All traps will be marked with pink flagging tape, with 2 pieces of flagging at the first and
last traps. All but one of the traps will be set on the right side of the trail.

Post Oak Savannah: Surveyors will set out 50 traps, numbered PO-01 to PO-50. The transect
follows Post Oak Trail, starting approximately 10 m after the first junction with Iron Bridge
Trail. All traps will be approximately 10 m apart, and will me marked with pale green masking
tape. Traps at the beginning and end of the transect will be marked with 2 pieces of pale green
tape. All traps will be located on the right side of the trail, and traps in open areas will be set at
least 15 ft from the trail.

Bottomland Forest: Surveyors will set 50 traps, numbered LF-01 to LF-50. The transect will
follow Iron Bridge Trail, beginning just after the second junction with Post Oak Trail. All traps
will be marked with pale green masking tape, and the beginning and end traps will be designated
by 2 pieces of masking tape. All traps will be located on the left side of the trail.

Tips for checking traps:
e Be careful to make sure that each trap is set before you leave it.
e The front door of most traps are set to face the trail; if you see that it is open, then you
don’t need to check it any further (this will cut down on disturbance).
o If the trap appears to be closed, check both sides of the trap to make sure you aren’t
looking at the back, then reset the trap.



e Don’t forget to re-bait and replace the trap after you have processed it, and be sure that it
is not visible from the trail.

College Station wants to know how the diversity of mammals changes over time. The vegetation
types are changing in Lick Creek Park. The park is becoming more of an isolated fragment of
habitat as subdivisions are developed around the periphery.

How does each species use the upland and lowland habitat in times of flood/drought?
What species do we no longer find in the park, which used to be here (locally extinct)?
What invasive species are coming into the park attracted by human activities?

What new native species have moved into the park, which we did not record previously?
What mammal species might be sensitive to human activities in this park?

What is the expected home range size of each species, is it larger than the park?

What species might be a safety risk to park visitors?
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