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SURVEY PLAN FOR BIRDS:   DRAFT 3/7/09 

The inventory of birds in Lick Creek Park has been done on a volunteer basis, mostly by ornithology 

students associated with the Texas Cooperative Wildlife Collection at Texas A&M University.  Several 

experts have expressed opinions that the species list for BioBlitz is incomplete, and not a representative 

sample of the birds that actually use and depend on the park for habitat.   

Partnering with Rio Brazos Audubon Society (RBAS), the bird team aims to compile a more complete list 

by conducting more systematic surveys.  The trails in Lick Creek Park have been designated as 5 survey 

transects.  Each team member has been assigned a transect to survey during a 2 to 3 hour time period 

during the day when the birds are considered to be most active (between 7:00am and 10:00am). Transect 

assignments are attached to the end of this document. The instructions are to write down a list of the 

species that are identified by sight or by song while walking the transect. The surveyors will be utilizing 

the Christmas Bird Count technique, where the different species observed will be recorded, as well as the 

exact numbers of each of those species. 

The data collected during this survey will be compiled for input into the eBird database and will go 

towards the surveyors’ “Texas Century Club” status. The Texas Century Club is a program implemented 

by the Texas Ornithological Society where individuals are challenged to record 100 different 

ornithological species in 100 different counties. For more information, visit the TXCC website: 

http://www.texascenturyclub.org/ 

For novice birders who want to become more skilled at identifying birds, “Birding 101” activities will be 

offered on a monthly schedule at Lick Creek Park.   A schedule of birding activities and checklist of birds 

in Texas are available on the RBAS website: 

http://www.riobrazosaudubon.com/ 

College Station wants to know how the diversity of birds changes over time.  The vegetation types are 

changing in Lick Creek Park.  The park is becoming more of an isolated fragment of habitat as 

subdivisions are developed around the periphery.  More birds are attracted to our area by backyard 

gardening and food sources associated with agricultural practices. The survey conducted and consultation 

of bird experts from around the area will give insight on the following queries: 

1. What bird types disappear with the changes in food, shelter, water and space? 



2. What bird species do we no longer find in the park, which used to be there? 

3. What invasive bird species are coming into the park attracted by human activities? 

4. What new native bird species are we finding have moved into the park which might not have 

previously been there? 

5. Are there endangered bird species using the park? 

6. What bird species nest in this park?  



 


